
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 


APPLICANT (S) : 
SERIAL NO. : 
FILING DATE: 

TITLE: 

ATTORNEY 
DOCKET NO . : 


Hofmeister et al. 
10/624,987 ART UNIT: 

7/22/03 EXAMINER: 
SUBSTRATE PROCESSING APPARATUS 

390P011010-US (PAR) 


3652 

G . Adams 


Commissioner of Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 


INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

(37 C.F.R. §1.97(d)/(e) (1) ) 

Sir: 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed pursuant to 
37 C.F.R. §1.97 (d) on or before payment of the issue fee. This 
information disclosure is accompanied by the statement specified 
in 37 C.F.R. §1. 97(e)(1) and the fee set forth in 1.17(p). 

As specified in 37 C.F.R. 1.97(e)(1), each item of information 
contained in this information disclosure statement was first 
cited in any communication from the U.S. patent office in a 
counterpart application not more than three months prior to the 
filing of the information disclosure statement. 


The following information is being disclosed to the Patent and 
Trademark Office as information that may be material to the 
examination of the above-identified patent application. 

03/P8/2006 HRflRZIl 00000017 10£,2'.3B7 

01 FCiiH06 130.00 DP 
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The above-identified patent application has a corresponding U.S. 
continuation patent application Serial No 10/962,787. 
Applicant's attorney encloses a copy of Office Action issued for 
the corresponding U.S. continuation patent application No. 
10/962,787. The Office Action cites several references, listed 
below, and are being disclosed to the Patent and Trademark Office 
as information that may be material to the examination of the 
above-identified patent application. 

U.S. 6, 540, 869 
U.S. 5,846,328 
US 2003/0129045 

A copy of the publication is enclosed together with a Form PTO- 
1449. 

The filing of this Statement is not to be construed as a 
representation that a search has been made regarding the claimed 
invention (37 C.F.R. §1.97 (g) ) or that no other possible material 
information exists. In addition, the filing of this Information 
Disclosure Statement is not to be construed to be an admission 
that the information cited in the Statement is, or is considered 
to be, material to patentability (37 C.F.R. §1.97(h)). 
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Enclosed is a check in the amount of $180.00. The Commissioner 
is hereby authorized to charge payment for any fees associated 
with this communication or credit any over payment to Deposit 
Account No. 16-1350. 

Respectfully submitted, 


Reg. No. 42,841 

PERMAN & GREEN, LLP 
425 Post Road 
Fairfield, CT 06824 
Customer No. 2512 


J! hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United 
States Postal Service on the date indicated below as first class mail in an 
envelope address to the Commissioner of Patents, P.O. Box 1450 Alexandria, VA 
22313-1450. 




Janik Marcovici 


Date 


CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 
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^ tut 


Page No. :1 of: 1 


NfiSORMATION DISCLOSURE 

Docket No.: 390P011010-US(PAR0 

Serial No • 10/624 987 


^CITATION FORM FOR 




PATENT APPLICATION 

Applicants): Hofmeister et al. 



(FORM PTO-1449) 




(Substitute) 

Filing Date: 7/22/03 

Group: 3652 


U.S. PATENTS 


Initials 

Patent Number 

Issue Date 

Name 

Class 

Sub- 

Filing date 






class 


6,540,896B2 

A / I /AO 

4/1/03 

Saeki et al. 

145 

345.31 

6/1/01 


5,846,328 

12/8/98 

Aruga et al. 

118 

718 

2/22/96 




U.S. PATENT PUBLICATIONS 




Initials 

Publication No. 

Pub. Date 

Name 

Class 

Sub- 
class 

Filing Date 


2003/0129045 

7/10/03 

Bonora et al. 

414 

217 

9/3/02 


FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Initials 

Document Number 

Date 

Country 

Name 

Translation? 
Yes/No/n/a 








OTHER DOCUMENTS (Title, Author, Date, Pages, Etc., if known) 


Examiner's Signature: 


Date Considered: 


Initial if reference was considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP. Mark through citation if not considered. 
Include a copy of this citation form with your next correspondence to the Applicant(s). 

Customer No.: 2512 


